
THRIVE!
2022 Annual Report

HELPING MEDICALLY COMPLEX BABIES



Mission
Little Heroes League helps medically 
complex babies and their families thrive by 
providing life-changing care coordination.



We Have A New Look!

We are proud to share we launched LHL's new logo and redesign of our website as part of 
the continued evolution of our work. Thanks to your support, we have experienced 
tremendous growth over our first five years. 

With this success and growth, it was time to update our visual identity and our website to 
best serve LHL's future. Our objective was to simplify our vision and mission, articulate the 
value we provide, and highlight the Little Heroes we serve.

Our new logo is both an illustration of the way we serve families AND a celebration of our 
Little Heroes - who you can see raising their arms in victory! Please take time to look 
through our new website. We hope you enjoy viewing it as much as we enjoyed creating it.

The first heart 
represents the 
Little Hero and 
his/her family. 

The second heart 
represents the overall 
medical community.

The bolded intersection of the two hearts represents the role our care 
coordinators provide - joining the families and medical communities to 
deliver the best outcomes for the Little Heroes!

(Old Logo) (New Logo)
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CHICAGO, IL
• Ann & Robert H. Lurie 

Children’s Hospital
• Nationally ranked in 10 

pediatric specialties
• 5 care coordinators as of 12/22
• Start of Service: Aug, ’18

IOWA CITY, IA
• University of Iowa Stead Family  

Children’s Hospital
• Nationally ranked in 5 pediatric 

specialties
• 3 care coordinators as of 12/22
• Start of Service: May, ’22

ANN ARBOR, MI
• C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital
• Nationally ranked in 10 

pediatric specialties
• 3 care coordinators as of 12/22
• Start of Service: Sep ’21

WE PARTNERED WITH ANOTHER 
TOP-RANKED CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL!

**NEW** SAN DIEGO, CC
• Rady Children’s Hospital
• Nationally ranked in 10 pediatric specialties
• Start of Service: April 2023 (est)
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THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
WE SERVE IS GROWING

Number of Little Heroes served per month at year-end

Little Hero Enrollment Growth

2018 2019 2020 2021

205

73

2022 

66
38

19

Average Number of 
Little Heroes served per 

month at year end

2019 
38 per month

2018 
19 per month

2020 
66 per month

2021 
73 per month

2022 
205 per month
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LHL WAS SELECTED AS THE PRIMARY 
BENEFICIARY OF 2023 NUDM
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Northwestern Dance Marathon (NUDM) is one of the 
largest independent student-run philanthropies in the 
country, that has raised more than $23 million for more 

than 30 different charities.

Northwestern University 
Dance Marathon’s (NUDM) 
mission is to unite the 
Northwestern, Evanston, and 
Greater Chicagoland 
communities through 
philanthropic fundraising, 
service, and education. A year-
long effort culminating in a 30 
hour dance marathon, NUDM 
strives to create an inclusive 
and enriching environment 
for the NUDM student body, 
our rotating primary 
beneficiary, and the Evanston 
Community Foundation.

Northwestern University 
Dance Marathon:

THE PROCESS

THE PARTNERSHIP

THE FUTURE

LHL was selected from over 100 grant 
applicants. The five round application 

process was thorough, rigorous, 
impressive, and 100% student-run.  

The 10-month partnership culminates 
in the March 2023 30-hour dance 

marathon. LHL and NUDM partner to 
create family and educational events to 
engage dancers with LHL on a personal 

and meaningful level. 

NUDM typically grants the primary  
beneficiary between $500 – $900K. This 

amount will allow us to grow and 
maintain the program for years. 

2023 NUDM Executive Committee members pose with 
LHL Inspiration, Livi, and LHL Executive Director, 

Brenden Etue, at the LHL Family Halloween Party.
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Having a child with complex medical needs means there is a laundry list of specialists and a 
web of follow up appointments, labs, and therapies to manage. In the NICU especially, it was 
hard to navigate the hospital system, know how to best advocate for our sons’ needs, and 
manage their high level care. And of course that challenge was multiplied by two in our 
case.

Enter Little Heroes League. This organization provides a nurse to be the care coordinator for 
a child and walk alongside a family during the time in the NICU and for two years 
afterwards. One day Hannah walked into our NICU room and offered this service to us in the 
midst of our NICU stay. After immediately saying yes, she began to help us work towards 
Judah’s discharge. She coordinated with all our specialists, made sure we had all of our 
follow up appointments scheduled, and was an advocate in meetings with doctors when I 
didn’t know how to do so for myself. We were recipients of God’s grace through Hannah’s 
care for us, which continued until Jesse got discharged.

But that’s not all. Upon discharge, a new nurse took our case. Lisa started walking with us on 
the outpatient side, which was quite daunting as a parent to understand and navigate. She 
came with me to our first pediatrician appointment, had weekly check-ins, and was a phone 
call away whenever I had questions from an appointment or needed to vent about a 
frustration with the medical equipment company. We have less frequent check-ins now, 
but Lisa continues to help us navigate the complexity of the medical system, has helped 
schedule appointments for me and has advocated for me with providers when needed. Lisa 
has been a provision of God’s grace to us.

I really don’t know where we would be without either of these two women, who are 
employed through Little Heroes League which is a 501(c)(3) organization. The help they are 
giving to families is crucial and has greatly benefitted our family.

- Karis, Mother to twin Little Heroes, Jesse and Judah
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SUPPORTERS
EPIC HEROES
Arch W. Shaw Foundation
David & Amy Becker
Andrew & Debra Butler
David & Jean Carlquist
Ronnie & Meryl Choi
Lindsay Colman
Donald & Lorena Meier Foundation
Ronald & Janis Douglas
Virginia & Jeffrey Dowd
Molly & Pat Eskew
Kristin & Brenden Etue
Susan Crown Exchange
Dean & Susan Fair
Jerry & Elizabeth Gerami
Brent & Katie Gledhill
Scott & Katy Green
Andrew & Jeanne Hendrie
Amwins
Sean Huss
John & Tracey Kreiling
Christina & Jonathan Meitus
Christopher Patrick
Brent & Ashurina Penrose
Gregg & Mary Peterson
Annie & Brian Rogers
Scott & Jane Shively
Gerry & Stephanie Smith
Paul & Devon St. Louis
Brian & Leslie Stahulak
Mike & Susan Steele
Jason Sunderson
Steve Tole
Stan & Christine Ulaszek
James & Sharon Ulaszek
Will & Kim Ulaszek
William Blair

SUPER HEROES
Mary Antolak
Patrick Atwood
Arch Insurance
Avant Underwriters
Elysia Baron
Christopher Bartlett
Samantha & Scott Bartlett
Michael Basford
BlackEdge Capital
Fletcher & Caitlin Boyle
Brandon & Joanna Darrah
Wes & Melissa Digmann
Michael S & Lee Ann DeCarlo
Emily Sachs Wong
Lizbeth Escobar-Sancha
Kelsey & Ian Evans
Kevin Felderman
Brad Feldott
Brent Felitto
Mark & Theresa Fitzjerrells
Mark & Drinee Forman
Stephanie Godinez
Google
IPMG
Kristi Johnson
Michael Kelly
Mike & Katie King
Bonnie Klaus
Anastasia Kreiling
Rafal Kuczmanski
Bridget Kukis
Zachary Kulasa
Alex Larson
Gen LeFevour & Ahmed Kosoko
Lineage Logistics
John Link
Martha & Nathan Linsley
Ellen & Stephen Lubelfeld
Tony & Jenny Madonia
Lexi & Nick Marietti
Liz & Anthony Mullen / Ramirez
Andrew & Amber Nolan
Blair & Jason Oberman
Andrew Oppenheimer
John & Stephanie Ottavi
Guadalupe Puga
Andrew & Monica Paine
Vincent & Gina Paglio
Kristen & Mike Peck
Garry & Jennifer Penta
Tony & Lyndsay Pfohl
Noah Placzek
Bradley  & Becky Plummer
Kevin Pollard
Greg & Gerri Regan
Johnny & Trish Reynolds
George and Cindy Rusu Family Foundation
Nader & Lauren Salah
Aleks Saulys
Andy Schmidt
Jungduk Seo
Dave Spahn
Brian Stearns
Telos

Mark & Nasrin Thierer
Andrew & Jen Thiermann
Bob Tucker
UBS
Mallory Ulaszek
Chris Vogel
Creed Waelchli
Andy & Meaghan Walters
Wellmark
Westfield Insurance Foundation
Michael Zicari

CLASSICAL  HEROES
Ashley & Brendan Alberts
AT&T
Belmark
Barry Booth
Craig & Maria Braham
Susan Cosier & Timothy MacGregor
Dubuque Stamping & Mftg. Inc
Meghan & Sean Duffy
Cassidy & Michael Duvall
Whitney & Jimmy Ellis
Rob Erfort
Michael & Catherine Farello
Sean Garvey
Liam & Jen Garvey
Kyle & Mary Grace Glascott
Jose Goncalves
Ron & Patti Green
Robert & Katherine Heeren
James Huntington Foundation
Impressive Basements
Johnson & Bell
JP Mortgage
Klauer Manufacturing Company
Billy Kramer
Lurie Children's Hospital
McCoy Group, Inc.
MetLife
Kevin O'Connell
Katherine Perrotta
Pluymert, MacDonald, Hargrove & Lee, Ltd.
Paul Rinaldi
Lisa Robison
Spectrum
Steele Capital Management
Wayne & Sandy Stelken
Bryan Tews
Titos 
Travelers
Stephannie Voller
John Wiktor

BIG HEROES
Alliant Energy
Ed Alt
Aplos
Kathryn Barry
Ellen Barry
Kim Beck
Megan & Tim Biggam
Josephy & Beth Broderick
Cameron Brower
Dennis Brown
Clayco
Matthew Cleary
J.T. Clendenin
Don Cochran
Carissa & Kevin Coffey
Conlon Construction
Cooper Vision
Grant Corell
Greg & Nancy Cornwell
Mike & Lisa Cotton
Matt Cowles
Kevin Cunningham
D'Agostino Family Dentistry
Tara DeFreytas
Dubuque Bank & Trust
Julie & Michael Dzamba
Clarence Easterday
eHealthScreenings
Mike & Chris Etue
Jim & Sharon Etue
Jim & Therese Fauerbach
Robert Feldgreber
Ben & Jen Fisher
Dr. Michael & Maria Fleege
Flynn Family Foundation
Mike Foley
Brock & Megan Franklin / Lagoski
Michael & Jenny Galinski
Don and Sharon Garvey
Geisler Brothers Company
GreenState Credit Union
Max Guinn
Rick & Jane Harbron
Cory Harris
Lisa Henry
Nick Hentges
Larry Herrig
John & Candy Hickey
HM Insurance Group

Tabitha Brinkerhoff
Jennifer Briscoe
Andy Broder
Fred Brodie
Catherine Brown
Greg Brzozowski
Thomas Buckley
Dennis Bull
Cody Burger
Mike Burke
Eric & Cyn Burke
John Burns
Corey Burns
Shane Campos
Clarke Canedy
Carlos Cantu
Manny Cantu
Orla Carey
Kelly Carlquist
Arlene Caselli
Wendy Casterton
Tricia & Mary Casula Barry 
Brandon Caverly
CDW
Joseph Ceccoli
MNE Charleston LLC.
Stephanie Chrisos
Kevin Clifford
Tim Clinton
Kyle Cluskey
Carson Collins
Megan Colwell
Terry Cook
Joel Cornfeld
David Cornwell
Inas Corty
Kathy Crane
Dee Crist
Debra Cuchna
Meghan Cummings
Stacy Curry
Kenny Cuvala
Lauren Czeshinski
Paul Dain
Lena Dakroub
Daniel Darlson
Trevor Davenport
Kaitlyn Davis
Julian De Vries
Patricia DeJuilio
Lauren Derby
Raye-Ann deRegnier
Dipen Desai
Alexandra DeSorbo
Nathaniel Dickson
Steven Digmann
Catherine Do
Nanci Dobkin
Patrick Dolan
Gary Dolphin
Andrew & Katie Donnelly
Meghan Dooley
Madison Douglas
Mike Doyle
Anne Drapeau
Drew Dreikosen
Dennis Drolet
Steve Duffy
Catherine Dunton
Tim Dye
Taylor Dziurgot
Jason Edwards
Chloe Elias
Megan Etue & Tony Monk
EXIT Realty Unlimited
Amy Fan
Dustin Farber
Gail Lee Farone
Kris Fassler
Cristina Ferrara
Matt Ferris
Cody Fish
Scott & Sara Fisher
Amanda Fisher
Kirk & Carrie Fitzgerald
Joseph Flanagan
Demitria Floyd
Paul Flynn
Alan Foreman
Tyler Freye
Jing Fu
Timothy Gaffney
Mike Gale
Sean Gallagher
Wayne & Betty Garber
Meredith Garcia
Moira Garvey
Brien Garvey
Bob German
Charles & Maribel Gerstner
Chuck Gerstner
Susan Gilbert

Greg Hodge

Hodge Companies

Sue Kay

James & Mary Kearney 

Mike Klauer

Jim Klauer

Chris & Melissa Klimek

Beka Kohmescher

Patricia Kosmerl

Al Lee

Craig & Katherine Lenders

Mike & Nancy Lindenmuth

Scott & Stephanie Lindenmuth

Loren G Larson Family

Eric Lucy

Heidi Lyons

Dustin Manternach

James Mayhall

Kristin & RIley McGirk

Scott McGuire

Joe McIntyre

Cary Mcmillan

Timothy Mcnutt & Ceci Sanfilippo

Med James, Inc.

MidWest One Bank

John Moran

Matt & Amy Moran

Jane Mueller

Naveed & Meredith Nabavi

Vanitha Narayanan

Naylor Bag

Mary Nelson

Thomas Neumeyer

John & Mary Beth O'Connor

Don & Haydee Olinger

Orien Risk Analysts

Patty and Jeff  Patterson

Nicole Pfeiffer

Emily Positano

Andy Priester

Richardson Motors

Jim Rohan

Michael & Elizabeth Schmid

John & Donna Schmidt 

Andrew & Katrina Sherriff

Stuart Skilton

Michael Speigl

BJ Spyksma

Craig Steagall

Brian & Karla Stearns

Steve Stratton

Michael & Emily Streit

Sun Life Financial

Jim Taraszka

Valerie Tews

Kaylee Thompson

Megan & MIke Tirpak

Tokio Marine - HCC Life Insurance Company

Brent Traidman

Connor Turk

Tim & Jackie Ulaszek

United Healthcare

Unum

Alexis Weber

Brenda Wehrli

Kayci & Michael Wymard

Michael & Stephanie Yost

Mike Zimnicki

Zurich

HEROES
Steve Aaltonen

Carol Adams

Aetna

AIM Credit Union

Robert Anderson

Margaret Aprison

Meredith Armstrong

Russ Aronow

Stephanie Arriola

Kate & Doug Augustine / Robinson

Kelly Bachta

DD Badamo

Stephanie Bader

Jane Balchan

Frank Banigan

Julian Bannach

Bard Materials

Shelly Bauer

Chris & Jean Bean

Matthew Becker

Brian Bentrup

Jeren Berkeliyeva

Cynthia Berkes

Emily Berman

Satya Biswal

Barbara Blakey

Matko Botincan

Ty Bottom

Lexi Boyer

Fallon Bradle

Jerry Brennan

Amy Brewer

Thank you to all our supporters! You are 
making a big difference in the lives of some 
of the sickest children and their families.

Did we miss your name?  
Contact info@littleheroesleague.org

And all our event volunteers!
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Bryan Gillis
Madeleine Gilmer
Scott & Alison Girard
David Glanville
Jorge Gonzalez
Daniel Goodman
Greg Gorton
Kaleigh Graham
Candice Grant
Toni Gray
Dick Gregory
Dave Gress
Allie Guiang
Lou-Ann Guild
Ryan Gunabalan
Aksh Gupta
Chris Gustafson
Becky Gustafson
Lena Gylseth
John Hackett
Patrick Haggin
Ryan Hagy
Vince Hahn
Trish Hammond
Wes Hartig
John Hayden
Jeff Hayes
Phyllis Hayes
Steve & Marge Herr
Chad Herron
Carrie Hewitt
Peter Hickson
Stacey Hines
Katie Hochberg
Brian Hochberg
Maureen Hochberg
Tim Hodge
Seth Hoerner
Jay Holbert
Honkamp Krueger
Ross Horn
Cris Houlihan
Abigail Hoverman
Margaret Howard
Terry Huels
Jason Hughes
Dave Hull
MacKenzie Hume
Nadine Hummel
Jason Hunt
Chris Huss
Casey Iaccino
Chris & Megan Imirie
Charlotte Jackson
Sloane Jameson
Dan Janek
Brian and Shawn Jensen
Marina Jimenez
Sharon Johnson
Todd Johnson
John Jones
Andrew Jordan
JPK Woodworks
Nick Kafati
Joe Kalbarczyk
Nicholas Kaleniecki
Amrit & Sally Kanese-thasan / Weld
Steve Kapparos
Mason Kates
Jenny Kean
Kate Keating
Fermina Keating
Grace Keegan
Jennifer Keegan
Tom Kemp
Madi Kennel
Hannah Kilroy
Chris Kim
Jason Knockel
Taylor Kochmit
David Kohlmeyer
Clifford Kosoff
Keith & Kaitlin Krasney
Alyssa Krause
Jen Kron
Jessica Kuhn
Michael Kuiken
Kayla Kukuk
Jim Kultgen
Betty Kupelian
Lisa Kupelian
Rebecca Kusen
Megan LaMattina
Tyler Lange
Marissa Lanzito
Chris Larson
Erika Larson
Stefanie Lavelle
Janelle & Darryl LaVinge / Pendleton
Judith Leaman
Steven Lee
Kevin Leuck

Dan Lewis
Robyn Liberty
Craig Linn
Stephen Liske
Angie Long
Jessica Long
Diane Luper
Mike Lynch
John & Hannah Lyons
Paula Lyons
Alan Maas
Kerri & Matt Machut
Mike Madden
Denise Majerik
Lauren Majerik
Marielle Maldonado
Trish Maloney
Matt Marek
Bob Markin
Constantina Maroulis-Sweeney
James Marsh
Donna Martin
Nick Mathiason
Michael Mazzoni
BJ McAndrew
JJ McCarthy
Pamela McCarthy
McCullough Creative
Eddie McElroy
Courtney McEnery
Kristin Mcgrath
Richard III & Mary McKay
McKesson
Meg McKiernan
Erica Means
Kasey Meckert
Robert Meckes
David Mejia
Madison Meloche
Paul Merrell
Jack Mescher
Bryan Metzger
Adam Miller
Donna Mimikos
Bryce Minetz
Bridget Misdom
Colleen Misdom
Katie Moelker
Mike Molony
Michael Molony Jr
James and Elaine Moncrieff
Larry Moore
Elizabeth Moorman
Kathleen & Kevin Moriarty
Rani Morrison
Matt Murray
Kelly Murray
Ross Neihaus
David & Pamela Neisendorf
Patti Neugent
Thomas Nevells
Jennifer Nienberg
Jim Nissen
Katie Nolan
Brent Novoselsky
Mary & Rory O'Brien
Audrey O'Connor
Trevor O'Donoghue
Julie Oeth
Nicole Olbie
Andy Oliver
Kevin ONeil
Tim Osburn
Sarah Oster
William & Linda Pankhurst
Terry Park
Rob Parrett
Jesse Parritz
Paige Pasquesi
Heather Paterson 
Bobby Patterson
John Perkowski
Rory Perry
Kristin Petersmarck
Katie Peterson
Sean Pfeiffer
Chris Phelps
Bianca Piluso
Sammie Pisarek
Aaron Placzek
Craig Plummer
POG Management
John Portz
Portzen Construction
Jason Postweiler
JJ Price
Jonathan Primm
PSSI
Brandon Pusey
Maureen Quann
Tim Quirk
Carson Ram

Sarah Ramirez

Brenda Ramsby

Walker Raschke

Michael Ray

Thomas Reece

Julie Rehor

Chad Richardson

Joanna Riester

Rachel Rischall

Keli Robison

Katie Rohen

Jacqueline Ronning

Yvonne Rosati

Trevor Rose

Kathleen Rowe

Rachael Rowland

Josh Rubin

Pam Rumoro

Michael Saladino

Isam and Nadia  Salah

Rick Sansburn

Jason Sartori

Gabe Scher

Katie Schultz

Steve Schumacher

Marisa Sclafani

Jim Scully

Anand and Nimisha Shah

Taylor Shanahan

Scott Shappee

Edward & Gloria Shaw

Joe Shay

Courtney Shea

JD Sheldon

Natsumi Shiotani

Scott Sinder

Arvind Sivaraman

Jeffrey Skora

Michi Sloan Vergano

Quentin Smith

Gary Smith

Jordan Smith

Steve Soble

Kate Solomon

Alexandra Sophiea

Tracy Sorrentino

Tucker Squiers

Matt & Mary Beth St. Louis

Anne St. Louis

Standard Insurance Company

Anne Stanfa

Tom Stanton

James Stecher

Mary Sugg

Mike Sullivan

Katharine Sullivan

Neil Sullivan

Spence Sunday

Caitlin Sutherland

Diane Swalwell

Monica Synecky

Adam Taft

Taunt Law Firm

Matt Theisen

Nicholas Thomas

Chris Thurnander

Crew Thurnander

Marissa Tieman

Mike Tirpak

Malorie Tobias

Dan Touhy

Brandon Trejo

Sarah Truglio

Alexander Truglio

Brandon Tryon

Kyle Turnbull

Roslyn Turner

William & Jennifer Ulaszek

Andy Ungerman

Jim Urtis

Jack VanScoyoc

Caroline Vickrey

Mike Wadenstorer

Steve Waeghe

Steve Walter

Allison Waters

Jay Watt

Lily Weibel

Wells Fargo

Mark Weltzien

Sabrie West

Tim & Kelly Whelan

Aaron Wiegel

Chris Williams

Corey Wilner

Melissa Wojo

Connie Wong

Chris Woronka

Melissa Wrathell

Joyce & Rick Wresche

Michael Zaruba

Jon Zawiski

IN-KIND DONORS
AIR Aerial Fitness
Allitom
Altitude Trampoline Park
Arbonne
Arbonne
Aya Pastry
Bark Box
Bentley's Pet Stuff
Birdies 2 Bogeyes
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Boka
Brazen Open Kitchen
C.S. Mott Children's Hospital 
Callaway Golf
Candy Jewelers
Chicago Candle Co.
Clare V
Curious Elixirs 
Destination Kohler
Dyson
El Che Steakhouse & Bar
Evereve
Float Sixty River North
Ford General
Goose Island Beer Company
Gorjana
Graham's Style Store
Hardaway Beef
Hotel Julien
I&K Photography
Impact Networking
Kemper Lakes Golf Club
Lardon
Leibold Irrigation
Lurie Children's Hospital
Maximum Independent Brokerage
Molson Coors
Orange Crush, LLC.
Orangetheory Fitness
Philz Coffee
Pure Barre Old Town
Revolution Brewing
Riverside Casino & Golf Resort
Rocket Mortgage Classic
Rooftop Cinema
Royal Stag Properties
Rumble Boxing
Sam Bartlett
Soldier Field
StretchLab
String in Racquet Shot
Studio41
Surely
The FITZ
The Hotel at Midtown
The NOW
Tiege Mens Skincare
Truefitt & Hill
Union, Chicago
University of Michigan Golf Course
Vegan Edibles Chicago
Vera Bradley
WhiskeyX Chicago
Yoga 2.0



@LittleHeroesLeague

Facebook.com/LittleHeroesLeague

Thank you for your support !  

www.LittleHeroesLeague.org

linkedin.com/company/LittleHeroesLeague


